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Conflict in Cyprus

 Intercommunal Conflict 1963 – 1964

 Turkish Occupation since 1974
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Missing Persons - end of 2023

Total Identified Still Missing

G/C 1510 751 759

T/C 492 293 199

Total 2002 1044 958
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CMP
 Committee on Missing Persons

www.cmp-cyprus.org

 1981 – UN General Assembly Mandate

 Limited Terms of Reference:
(i) Investigation – Exhumations
(ii) No explanation as to circumstances of death
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Transitional  Justice

 Truth Commissions all over the world

 South Africa

 Colombia
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Proposal

 Upgrade CMP

 Bicommunal Truth Commission

 Express remorse + information

 Immunity
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Dilemma

 Truth for Immunity?

 No need to decide

 Applies since 1990

 De facto Immunity – Need de jure
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Four Legal steps to upgrade CMP

First Amend CMP Terms of Reference

Second Amend 1981 Resolution of UN General Assembly

Third Amend Evidence Law

Fourth Set up Internal Regulations
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First Step
Amend CMP Terms of Reference

TERMS OF REFERENCE

Establishment of the Truth Committee on Missing Persons in Cyprus

1. A Truth committee on missing persons in Cyprus hereinafter "committee'' will be formed immediately consisting of three members. The Greek Cypriot

and Turkish Cypriot sides will each appoint one humanitarian person to the committee. The third member will be an official selected by the ICRC for

that purpose with the agreement of both sides and appointed by the Secretary General of the United Nations. The committee may take over and

continue the work of the Committee on Missing Persons in Cyprus.

2. The decisions of the committee will be taken by consensus to the extent possible. In the event of disagreement between the representatives of the two sides, the third

member shall consult both of them with a view to bringing their views together and reaching a consensus.

3. Each of the committee members can be assisted by up to two staff assistants as necessary. No other persons will participate in the deliberations or investigative work of

the committee. No person directly involved with the issue of missing persons may be appointed as staff assistant. The committee will not may request outside expert

assistance as well as funding.

4. The committee will not have a chairman, but the meetings will be directed by the members on a rotating basis for a period of one month's duration --- the first director

will be the official of the ICRC, to be followed by the Turkish Cypriot member or the Greek Cypriot member, to be determined at the first meeting by lot.

5. The three members of the committee will meet immediately and will continue in regularly scheduled sessions for as long as required.

6. All parties concerned shall cooperate with allow the committee to ensure unhindered and immediate access throughout the island for the investigative work of the

committee.

7. The committee shall look only into cases of persons reported missing in the intercommunal fightings as well as in the events of July 1974 and afterwards.

8. The order of investigation of cases will be decided by the committee, but it is agreed that the first investigative case will be put forward by the Turkish Cypriot member of

the committee. This will be followed by a case put forward by the Greek Cypriot member. The investigations will rotate to the extent possible until all cases have been

examined.

9. The committee's entire proceedings and findings will be strictly confidential. Any violation of this rule would place the work of the committee in jeopardy.

10.The committee will determine whether to issue public statements or reports without prejudice to paragraph 9.

11.The committee will not attempt to attribute responsibility for the deaths of any missing persons or but will make findings as to the circumstances and cause of such

deaths.

12.No Every disinterment will take place under the aegis of this committee. The committee may refer requests for disinterment to the ICRC for processing under its

customary procedures.

13.The committee will use its best efforts to draw up comprehensive lists of missing persons of both communities, specifying as appropriate whether they are alive or dead,

and in the latter case approximate time of the deaths.

23 April 1981  21 February 2011

Achilleas Demetriades
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Second Step
Amend 1981 Resolution of UN General Assembly

Missing Persons in Cyprus
The General Assembly,
Recalling its previous resolutions on the question of missing persons in Cyprus,
Reaffirming the basic need of families to be informed, without further delay, about the fate of their missing relatives,
Noting the implementation of the investigative work that the Committee on Missing Persons in Cyprus has carried out on the basis of the
existing relevant agreements,
Expressing concern that the Committee on Missing Persons in Cyprus, the establishment of which was announced on 22 April 1981, has
failed to overcome procedural difficulties and has achieved no progress towards the commencement of its investigative work its
appreciation for the efforts and results by the Committee on Missing Persons in Cyprus,
Emphasizing the need for a speedy resolution of this humanitarian problem to act expeditiously in carrying out this investigative work,
Invites the Working Group on Enforced or Involuntary Disappearances of the Commission on Human Rights to follow developments and to
recommend to the parties concerned ways and means of overcoming the pending procedural difficulties of the Committee on Missing
Persons in Cyprus and, in co-operation with the Committee, to facilitate the effective implementation of its investigative work on the basis
of the existing relevant agreements;
Calls upon all Parties concerned to facilitate such investigation in a spirit of co-operation and good will agree to upgrade the Committee on
Missing Persons to a Truth Commission on Missing Persons in Cyprus on terms to be agreed upon;
Requests the Secretary General to continue to provide his good offices with a view to facilitate the work and upgrade of the Committee on
Missing Persons in Cyprus to a Truth Commission on Missing Persons.

110th …… plenary meeting
17 December 1982 March, 2024
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Third Step
Amend Evidence Law

Notwithstanding anything contained in the Evidence Law (CAP 9, as amended) any evidence given before the
“Truth Commission for the Missing in Cyprus” set up pursuant to UN General Assembly Resolution No …….. will
not be admissible, in any Criminal, Civil or Administrative legal proceedings in Cyprus or abroad.

PRESS RELEASE:
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Fourth Step
Set up Internal Regulations

New Rules of Procedure

How it will function, composition and operation,
receiving evidence, issue decisions, publish
information and any other matter deemed
appropriate.
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Way Forward 
(a) Society

 Relatives

 Civil Society

 Euro Parliament Working Group on Missing has made it
a recommendation in December 2023 https://www.europarl.Europa.

eu/meetdocs/2014_2019/plmrep/COMMITTEES/LIBE/DV/2023/11-27/WorkingdocumentonMissing
persons_EN.pdf

“…welcomes the recent joint visit of the two community leaders to
the CMP, as well as the conveyed appeal for information sharing
and, as reported, the conversations related to the possibility of
working on the idea of a truth and reconciliation committee, and
encourages such example of public statements and dialogue to
continue and to be further acted upon;…” 13/16
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Way Forward 
(b) (i) Political Process 

Objective: General Measures in 4th interState Application ECtHR
MINISTERS’ DEPUTIES

1492nd meeting, 12-14 March 2024 (DH)

H46-33 Cyprus v. Turkey (Application No. 25781/94)
Supervision of the execution of the European Court’s judgments

Decisions

The Deputies

1. …..

2. …..

3. deplored again the absence of response to Interim Resolution CM/ResDH(2021)201 where the Committee

strongly urged the Turkish authorities to abide by their unconditional obligation to pay the sums awarded in
the Cyprus v. Turkey judgment of 12 May 2014 and Interim Resolution CM/ResDH(2022)52 concerning the

absence of payment of the just satisfaction awarded by the European Court in the Varnava and Others v. Turkey
judgment of 18 September 2009, and strongly urged Türkiye to effect the payment of these sums, together

with the default interest accrued, without further delay;

4. decided to resume consideration of these issues at their March 2025 DH meeting …..
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Way Forward 
(b) (ii) Imaginary Scenario

Objective: General Measures in 4th interState Application ECtHR

i. G/C leader has accepted 28/7/23 and 1/11/23

ii. T/C leader has not rejected

iii. Cyprus to accept payment of €30m via escrow for 1510 families of G/C Missing

iv. Turkey effects payment to Council of Europe

v. Cyprus makes exgratia payment of €10m to 492 families of T/C Missing, on
condition that Turkey pays €60m for Enclaved

vi. Turkey and Cyprus effect said payments to Council of Europe as escrow agent

vii. Committee of Ministers supervises the Truth Commission in cooperation with UN
and ICRC. A blueprint of co-operation.
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Thank you

Q & A

info@truthnowcyprus.org

Give Truth A Chance!
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